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then all would be lost, and the powerlessness of the Regent, so
clearly manifested, might rapidly lead to the most disastrous
results.
These remarks stopped short our arguments, but I had not
started objections without being prepared with a remedy for
them. I said, " Let the Bed of Justice be held at the Tuileries ;
let it be kept a profound secret until the very morning it is to
take place; and let those who are to attend it be told so only
a few hours before they are to assemble. By these means no
time will be allowed for anybody to object to the proceeding,
to plead the health of the King, the heat of the weather, or to
interfere with the arrangement of the troops which it will be
necessary to make."
We stopped at this: Law went away, and I dictated to Fagon
the full details of my scheme, by which secrecy was to be en-
sured and all obstacles provided against. We finished about
nine o'clock in the evening, and I counselled Fagon to carry
what he had written to the Abbe Dubois, who had just returned
from England with new credit over the mind of his master.
The next day I repaired to the Palais Royal about four o'clock.
A moment after La Vrillikre came and relieved me of the com-
pany of Grancey and Broglio, two rou£s, whom I had found in
the grand cabinet, in the cool, familiarly, without wigs. When
M. le Due d'Orleans was free he led me into the cabinet behind
the grand salon, by the Rue de Richelieu, and on entering said
he was at the crisis of his Regency, and that everything was
needed in order to sustain him on this occasion. He added
that he was resolved to strike a heavy blow at the Parliament;
that he much approved my proposition respecting the Bed of
Justice at the Tuileries, and that ifc would be held exactly as I
had suggested.
I was delighted at his animation, and at the firmness he ap-
peared to possess, and after having well discussed with him all the
inconveniences of my plan, and their remedy, we came at last to
a very important matter, the mechanical means, so to speak,
by which that plan was to be put in force. There was on©
thing to be provided for, which may appear an exceedingly in-
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